Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg & Co-Sponsored by Council
Members Yarborough & Carter:
RESOLUTION 2013-36
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF FORMER JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEMBER MARY ANN SOUTHWELL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
on December 13, 2012, the City of Jacksonville was saddened to learn of the passing of former City Council Member Mary Ann Southwell who represented Council District 6 from 1999 to 2003; and

WHEREAS,
a native of Saginaw, Michigan, Mrs. Southwell earned a bachelor of arts degree in political science at the University of Michigan and  embarked on a journalism career that took her to New York City and onto Melbourne and Fort Lauderdale, Florida where she reported on education issues; and

WHEREAS,
when Mary Ann Southwell and her family arrived and settled in Mandarin in 1978, she became the quintessential community activist and foot soldier in promoting  initiatives and local projects that permanently improved the quality of life in Mandarin; and
WHEREAS,
affectionately known as the “Tree Lady,” Mary Ann Southwell initiated legislation that designated Mandarin, Loretto and County Dock Roads as Scenic and Historic corridors that protected the majestic oaks along roads in the heart of old Mandarin; she was largely responsible for landscaping projects that resulted in landscaped medians along San Jose Boulevard and Greenland Road; in 1990 the Northeast Florida Planning & Zoning Association honored her with the Environmental Award
; and

WHEREAS,
for 12 years, Mary Ann Southwell chaired the Mandarin Art Festival; she served as president of the Mandarin Community Club; as president of the Tree Hill Nature Center, she was instrumental in obtaining the Loretto Nature Preserve adjacent to Loretto Elementary School; and
WHEREAS,
in 1999, Mary Ann Southwell was elected to the Jacksonville City Council; in the course of  her tenure on the City Council, she worked relentlessly to establish the Walter Jones Historical Museum and Park; she worked to have the City Council buy land for a long-sought park in the Pickwick area and had a major role in the planning and design of the Southeast Regional Park at Hood & Losco Roads; for her positive imprint and contributions, Mary Ann received the Miss Aggie Award in 2006, named for Agnes “Miss Aggie” Jones who ran the Mandarin post office and general store, that, with Mary Ann Southwell’s help, subsequently became a component of the Walter Jones Historical Park; and

WHEREAS,
Mary Ann Southwell served on nearly all of the City Council’s standing committees and represented her colleagues on the Jacksonville Waterways Commission,  the Jacksonville Landscape Commission, the Jacksonville Fire Museum Advisory Board and the Special Committee on Cecil Field Development; her service on the City Council was invaluable, the many contributions to  improvements in Mandarin considerable; as a colleague and outstanding citizen, Mary Ann Southwell will be sorely missed and we mourn her passing and celebrate her life;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council mourns the passing of former City Council Member Mary Ann Southwell and extends our condolences to her family and friends.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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